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Honest Critic 
J am chairman of the Christian Education 
Committee of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Bremerton, and some few weeks ago we 
made a survey of Christian magazines to rec 
ommend to the people of the church. We felt 
that it was necessary for them to subscribe to 
magazines of high caliber instead of, or at 
least along with, their Liberty, Collier's, Life, 
etc. J could not honestly recommend HIS. 7 
could recommend it to a Christian who is 
deeply rooted in the Word and interested in 
the IVCF, but J could not recommend it to a 
young Christian who might be easily tripped 
up by some of the stumbling blocks that J be- 
lieve are contained therein. 

Here are some of my objections: The matter 
of cosmetics is such a problem to Christian 
girls. They don't want to use it, but all the 
rest of the girls are using it, and they feel out 
of place. But in one of the issues a couple of 
months ago there was a picture of three sol 
diers and a girl. Two of the fellows were 
smoking, and the girl was hard-looking, any- 
thing but Christian in appearance. When HIS 
sets such a picture before Christian girls, 
doesn't the Devil get in a good lick? Doesn't 
she begin to feel that maybe it is all right? 
Jm not preaching against make-up, but you 
and J know the intent of the stuff, and J 
wouldn't want to be guilty of casting a stum- 
bling block before some poor kid who is faced 
with the problem. 

J-have had some real blessings from many 
of the articles, and J hope that HIS will very, 
very soon be the most nearly perfect Chris 
tian magazine in the land... . 
Bremerton, Wash. 

+ » 

Prejudiced—For 

Maybe Im getting prejudiced, but J think 
HIS gets better with every issue. In the De- 
cember issue, along with How to Run a Stu- 
dent Meeting, J liked Exhibit A Speaks Again 
because it brought out so clearly what not to 
do in approaching non-Christians—small de- 
tails which Christians in their zeal are some- 
times prone to forget. 
Ohio State University 


Jim Forster 


Lenore Corzilius 
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The lass on this month’s cover (photo by H. 
Armstrong Roberts) has before her many a 
thrill—and spill. For some of the thrills and 
how Christian students can use them, see 
page 14. 
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MONG the many glorious names on 

Scotland’s Honor Roll there is one 

that shines with peculiar radiance. His 

fame as a preacher—even in his lifetime 

—spread far and near. His zeal as a pas- 

tor made him an outstanding shepherd 
of souls in his day. 

The blazing courage of his message 
aroused the most hardened and indif- 
ferent, and the flame of his devotion lit 
such a beacon in Scotland that it has 
shone out steadily for more than a cen- 
tury after the frail life had burned itself 
out at the age of 29. 

In every land, in every denomination, 
the name Robert Murray McCheyne has 
recalled to the Christian worker a life of 
peculiar power and fruitfulness. We look 
at our own powerless lives, at our own 
fruitless ministry, and wonder if we can 
learn his secret. 

We can—for he told us himself. 

Listen: ‘ The greatest need of my peo- 
ple is my own personal boliness.” 

That was not a pious platitude. It was 
the deepest conviction of his heart. He 
ordered his life accordingly. 

Now how about you and me? 

Do you believe it? 

Do 1? 

When you take your place as leader 
of the weekly Bible study on your cam- 
pus or with your young people’s group, 





Miss McCarthy was for many years a mis- 
sionary to China (as were her parents and 
grandparents). Until leaving for Ireland a few 
months ago she was a member of the faculty 
of the Toronto Bible College and a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Canadian 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. This ar- 
licle is adapted from Sunday School Promoter 
August-September, 1943), 800 N. Clark St., 
Chicago, Il. 


The usefulness of your Christian 
group depends upon your own 


Personal Holiness 
by &. I [Me (arthy 


do you really believe that their greatest 
requirement of you is—not an interest- 
ing story, not an attractive moral, not 
even an able presentation of the Scrip- 
tures, but your own personal boliness? 

True holiness depends on our present 
relationship with God. 

It is the result of the sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives. 
The exhortation to keep the heart with 
all diligence is a red flag of warning; for 
in more ways than we think, and with 
terrifying certainty, out of it flow the 
issues of our life. 

As the heart is, so will be the ministry. 
As the heart is, so will be the fruit of our 
work for the Master. 

It is one thing to assent to this as a 
fact, and to say that we know it must be 
so. It is another—and a very different— 
thing to be so convinced of its truth that 
we will order our lives accordingly. 

To do so will require almost invaria- 
bly an act of faith—many acts of faith. 

We measure our lives by our own 
standards and are satisfied with “suc- 
cess.” The numbers in our group are en- 
couraging, the interest is keen, the zeal 
and enthusiasm of the members in carry- 
ing out “stunts” of all kinds is most grat- 
ifying, and we are gratified! If, in addi- 
tion, we find our lives enriched, we are 
apt to feel that alt must be well in our 
corner of the Great Vineyard. 

But perhaps one day, in His mercy, 
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we hear our Lord say, “Behold, there is 
a place by Me”—and gladly we respond 
and come apart to spend a while alone 
with Him. 

It is then we notice that He has a 
plumbline in His hand (Amos 7:7). And 
as we wait, the plumbline is laid against 
the house of our life, with all its works 
and “‘success.” The measurements seem 
different somehow. 

We glance at the yardstick in our own 
hands, which has been our standard up 
till now, and suddenly we realize that 
not only are the measurements faulty, 
but it is only of use in measuring the 
things that are seen. Only the plumbline 
of the Lord can measure the things which 
are not seen. 

Faithfully, and with zeal, we have 
been sowing the seed, and much of it 
has sprung up. . . . In fact, our seed- 
lings are the success of the garden! 

But as we take the place by Him, we 
see as He sees. We see beyond the seen; 
we see right into the future. We see the 
flowers wilt for lack of moisture. We see 
the leaves wither because there is no 
depth of earth. We see the fruit fail to 
mature because of the thorns which will 
spring up and choke it. . . . So little of 
the result seems to go deep, so little of 


Ged Answers Prayer 


the fruit seems to remain. 

Why? 

“The greatest need of my people is 
ny own personal boliness.”’ 

God has done the best that even He 
can do with the services rendered. But 
the stream is not clear because the ves- 
sel is not clean: the building unstable 
because the workman is unskilled. 

Perhaps we are more concerned with 
the size and swiftness of the stream than 
with the purity of the water, and more 
intent on the design and appearance of 
the house than with the stability of the 
structure. 

This failure will continue until we 
realize that our own inner daily relation- 
ship with our Lord is not only the su- 
preme thing in our own lives, but the 
chief factor that decides the quality and 
lasting worth of all we seek to do for 
Him. 

The greatest need of my people’ — 
of my Christian Fellowship group— ‘is 
my own personal boliness.” 

That personal holiness is only impart- 
ed to those who guard with all jealousy 
their times of prayer and meditation, and 
who count all else but loss for a daily 
growth in the knowledge of their Lord 
and Saviour. 







John Knox was a man famous for his power in prayer, so that bloody Queen 
Mary used to say she feared his prayers more than all the armies of Europe. 

And events showed that she had reason for it... . 

He used to be in such an agony for the deliverance of his country from 
Mary’s oppression that he could not sleep. He had a place in his garden where 
he used to go to pray. One night he and several friends were praying together, 
and suddenly, as they prayed, Knox said, “Deliverance has come.” 

He could not tell what had happened. 


The next news they had was that Mary was dead 
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Wanted: Martyrs for Tibet 


by Raymond peyce 


CC AsIA presents a_ peculiar 
challenge to the church of Christ. 
It is a region of vast proportions and 
strategic importance. 

A glance at the map will confirm this. 


Russian Turkestan . . . Afghanistan 
.. . Chinese Turkestan... Tibet... 
Nepal .. . Bhutan . . . Inner and Outer 
Mongolia . . . the Chinese provinces of 
Tsinghai, Sikang and part of Kansu .. . 
Southern Siberia . . . and Kashmir and 
the Northwest Frontier Province in In- 
dia. 

Thirty-five hundred miles long by two 
thousand miles broad. An age-long at- 
traction to the traveler, trader and ex- 
plorer. Almost untouched by the mis- 
sionary forces of Christ! 

Here are 60,000,000 souls of more 
than a dozen racial groups and several 
religions. Here run many an ancient 


trade route. And now, here and there, 
methods and highways of communica- 
tion are being used, making it increas- 
ingly the meeting place of East and West 
—a strategic area indeed for missionary 
occupation. 

(Query : But who will occupy ?) 

Central Asia is a closed and unevan- 
gelized field. Tibet, Afghanistan, Nepal 
and Bhutan have long remained shut to 
the gospel messenger. Other areas—Rus- 


Ten years ago a China Inland Mission party 
was trekking 1,760 dusty miles across the 
Gobi Desert to Chinese Turkestan in two 
Ford trucks. Jn that party was Raymond 
Joyce. When the time came to leave four 
years later, Joyce and two others traveled by 
wagon 1,000 miles westward (not by choice) 
to Kashgar, then on by horseback over 16,000- 
foot passes of the Himalayas to Kashmir. Mr. 
Joyce is Missionary Secretary of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. 





sian Turkestan and Outer Mongolia— 
have been closed through Russian domi- 
nation or influence. The political and re- 
ligious forces at work in Central Asia 
make it, above all places on earth, the 
almost unchallenged domain of Satan. 

(Query : But who will pray?) 

Before us in Central Asia lies a cen- 
turies-old stronghold of Islam and Bud- 
dhism. Islam (Mohammedanism) has the 
most adherents, but both face the com- 
mon foe of all religions—godless Bol- 
shevism. 

Islam came in with a rush during the 
eighth century. Its aggressiveness and 
continued expansion was one of the 
causes of the obliteration of Nestorian 
Christianity. Afghanistan and Russian 
Turkestan are part of the solid bloc of 
the world of Islam which stretches from 
Central Asia to the far west of Africa. 
Chinese Turkestan and parts of North- 
west China form its strong eastern de- 
fenses. 

Buddhism reached its height in Inner 
Asia by the middle of the seventh cen- 
tury A.D., after several centuries of 
propagation. In a most soul-destroying 
form it claims and chains the Mongols 
(who are not confined to Mongolia) , the 
Tibetans and others. 

Here throughout Central Asia was a 
large and widespread Christian commu- 
nity in the first centuries A.D. So writes 
John Stewart in his fascinating book 
Nestorian Missionary Enterprise. Stimu- 
lated by persecutions surpassing any- 
thing ever experienced by the churches 
of the West, and nourished by its won- 
derful missionary monastic schools, 
which poured forth a constant stream of 
missionary volunteer ascetics, its ener- 
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gies overran the boundaries of empire 
and reached out to the regions beyond. 


The zeal and success of these young 
men of that day put us to shame in our 
easy-going generation. Their failure to 
maintain their ground against the terri- 
fying impact of Mohammedanism and 
other forces should solemnize us and stir 
us up to fulfill our responsibility to give 
the gospel again to these dark lands. 

Pitifully few, though immeasurably 
valiant, have been the attempts in our 
day to evangelize Central Asia. Mon- 
golia has had some missionaries, but they 
have been confined to Inner Mongolia. 

Russian Turkestan has had at least one 
heroic worker—a lone woman pioneer, 
who took the Scriptures through its 
length and breadth, facing, as she did 
continually, the antagonism of the Mos- 
lems and the suspicions first of the Czar- 
ist and then of the Soviet authorities. 
The latter imprisoned her and finally ex- 
pelled her. (See Adventures With God, 
by Jenny De Mayer.) 

Swedish missionaries toiled persever- 
ingly and successfully in the south of 
Sinkang for over 40 years, only to be 
rudely and completely turned out by the 
provincial puppet government, under 
pressure from their western “advisers” ! 

The China Inland Mission had a few 
workers in the north of this province, 
including the three inveterate women 
travelers—the two Misses French and 
Miss Cable. 

All this activity has ended. 

The last missionary to leave Sinkang 
was the aged George Hunter, who suf- 
fered 13 months’ imprisonment before 
being forcibly ejected. 

Work is still being done in Kashmir 












































and on the borders of Afghanistan, Tibet golia. Conditions in Russia after the war 
and Nepal (by the Central Asian Mis- may affect the freedom and status of the 
sion and others) and on the Chinese associated states in Russian Turkestan. 
borders of Tibet, but any occupation of 
these territories for Christ has been frus- 
trated, 

There are signs that this huge tract of 
country will yet be opened to the gospel. 
Even if there were not, should we not 
believe that the Captain of the hosts of 
the Lord would call us to turn defeat 
into victory? The printed Word has been 
filtering into such lands as Tibet, Af- 
ghanistan and Nepal. The rulers of Tibet 
have gone so far as to allow a route for 
war supplies for China to pass through Believing prayer can throw open the 
their formerly inviolate territory. China doors to the ambassadors of Christ. Are 
may yet regain sovereignty and control you praying for this? Perhaps God will 
over Sinkang and the whole of Mon- call you to Central Asia. 


Certainly the war will result in 
changes in Central Asia. In fact, news 
has recently come through that the So- 
viet have withdrawn from Chinese Tur- 
kestan and that the Central Government 
of China has taken a much more direct 
interest and greater measure of control 
of that province. This is very encourag- 
ing and important news from the point 
of view of missions, for it should mean 
that missionary work can be resumed! 


The Challenge of Central Asia. Survey. World Dominion Press, London. 1929. 


Dawn in Central Asia. Central Asian Mission Quarterly. 466 Melbourne Ave., Westboro, 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Whither Central Asia? Central Asian Mission. Above address. 


Through Jade Gate and Central Asia, A Desert Journal and other books by the Misses 
French and Cable. From the China Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44, Pa. 


Rusty Hinges. (Chinese Tibetan Border.) By Learner. C. I. M. 


Cultural Relations on the Kansu-Tibetan Border. By R. B. Eckvall. University of Chicago 
Press. July, 1939. 


Missions on the Borders of Afghanistan. Quarterly. Miss M. W. Haines, 156 School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Signpost on the Frontier. By Dr. R. Cox. From Miss Haines, as above. 
Adventures With God. By Jenny de Mayer. Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay St., Toronto. 
Nestorian Missionary Enterprise. J. Stewart. T. & T. Clarke, Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Books of travel by Sven Hedin, Lattimore and Roy Chapman Andrews. 


People Whe De Things 


The young man seen above trapped by his lab equipment is Edson Peck, now 
in the process of writing a thesis for which the tough physics faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago are thinking of giving him one of their coveted Ph.D. degrees. 
Subject: The Application of Photo-Electric Geiger Counters to Measurement of 
Absorption Intensities in the Spectrum of Benzene (C6H6), 


Peck was one of the early members of the Christian Youth League during 
undergraduate days at Northwestern University, later at the University of Chi- 
cago. One of his keenest interests at present, aside from his work as instructor in 
physics at Northwestern, is the Evanston Scripture League Church, of which he is 
(at 28) chairman of the Board of Elders and young people’s counsellor. 








A Gal, A Plane, and a Dream 
Elizabeth Gheen, W. A. GS, P. 


LMOST since I can remember I have 
had a great desire to fly. 

My oldest brother’s flying helped de- 
velop this interest. At sixteen I was solo- 
ing. Later a Civilian Pilot Training 
course prepared the way for my going 
last March to Sweetwater, Tex., to train 
with the Army Air Force. 

As this air-mindedness developed 
there was another and far greater inter- 
est—a desire to serve Jesus Christ. And 
so I planned to devote my life to mis- 
sionary work of some kind. I went to 
Texas for flight training with the idea in 
mind that God intended to use the ex- 
perience for His service. The best flight 
training the world had to offer women, 
which Uncle Sam paid me to take, was 
not unworthy preparation for a would-be 
missionary servant of Christ. 


While in flying school I had exper- 
iences which helped me to understand 
more fully how I ought to walk as a 
Christian. For example, I had heard 
much about living “all out” for Christ. 
Learning to fly the army way required 
hard-earned knowledge, undivided at- 
tention, my utmost effort, the soundest 
judgment and expert skill. This gave me 
a new and vivid idea of what “all out” 
could mean. | tried to reflect it in living 
for Christ. 

Then there was the instrument flying. 


Miss Green is a former member of the Uni- 
versity Christian Union of the University of 
Washington. 


By a girl who plans to 
use her flying talent on 
post-war mission fields 


Flying ‘‘on instruments” meant I had a 
hood over my head and could not see 
outside. I had to keep the ship level by 
reading the instruments on the panel in 
front of me. Straight and level flying was 
not too hard but when it came to mak- 
ing a turn, especially a steep one, my 
feelings made me want to keep making 
it steeper. If I followed my feelings we 
would crash but if I refused to judge 
the position of the airplane by how I 
felt and concentrated on the instru- 
ments, obeying them, we would be safe. 
This reminded me that I could not live a 
Christian life on the basis of my imme- 
diate feelings but rather must obey that 
infallible guide, God’s Word. 


The end of a flight may be a bad 
storm, engine trouble or any number 
of other things. There is nothing like be- 
ing able to cast all my care upon Him 
whenever | step into an airplane. Not 
only is my mind at peace but it means 
I act more sensibly. Fear and excitement 
are not conducive to clear, accurate 
thinking. 

Much about flying is pure enjoyment. 
Because Christ is there with me, I find 
a far greater joy. For example, | will 
never forget my first solo night flight. 
Sitting up there alone in the dark | 
watched the colored lights of the field 
off to one side, listened to some Mexican 
band music seep through to my ear 
phones, saw the Pleiades periodically 
come into view as I circled and all the 
while had a throbbing song in my heart 
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as part of Psalm 42:8 kept running 
through my mind: “. . . in the night His 
song shall be with me, and my prayer 
unto the God of my life.” 

As a Women’s Air Service Pilot | 
have wonderful opportunities to know 
other women flyers. There are about 30 
of us living together here at Camp Davis, 
North Carolina, where we are flying for 
a Tow Target Squadron. The Lord has 
brought to my mind some simple but 
practical ideas about witnessing. For ex- 
ample, there are benefits in bowing my 
head at meal time, in openly reading the 
Word and in mentioning in conversation 
little things like Bible study and prayer 
as habits of my life. 

Then, sometimes it is possible to speak 
quite directly of Christ by bringing up 
subjects which lead to my missionary 
aspirations. Or some book | have read 
recently may open the subject. Answers 
to questions about why I do not enjoy 
drinking and dancing can lead to a word 
about Christ. The idea of “approving 
things that are excellent” and disapprov- 
ing of the opposite, especially swearing 
and drinking, may lead to a quiet expla- 
nation of why! 

Sometimes the Lord puts someone on 
my heart and I miss His purpose unless 
I go to that one and present the Word, 
depending on the Spirit for wisdom and 
power. I have discovered that the most 
important part about witnessing is “abid- 
ing in Christ’—and grasping every op- 
portunity for Him remembering it is 
the work of the Spirit in me and in those 
I contact that really counts. The Spirit 
can use the Word best of all and so | 
must know the Word and present it to 
others. 
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The secret of flying “with Christ,” of 
living ‘“‘with Christ,” I find in Colossians 
3:3, “For ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God.” It means con- 
stantly counting my own selfish life as 
being dead. It means constantly trusting 
Christ for His life which He gives me— 
not just at the time of salvation but for 
every moment of every day after that. 

And I must mention my early morning 
quiet time because it is such a rich source 
of strength. This morning, for instance, 
it gave me an opportunity to decide that 
this day belongs to Christ, that He is 
sovereign of my life and that whatever 
occurs I want to act first for Him and 
next for others. It gave me quietness to 
confess my own inability and accept the 
power and life He offers me. Going out 
into a day with the knowledge that | 
abide in Him gives me a joy with which 
nothing can compare. 

As I fly with Christ during these days 
of war, I am eagerly awaiting the time 
when God will use my flying to take the 
glorious Gospel of our blessed God to 
those who are “without Christ—having 
no hope.” In missions the airplane means 
that new territories are swiftly penetra- 
ted, difficult areas are reached and work- 
ers transported. I find myself longing 
and praying that God will use the air- 
plane not only in spreading the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth but to help 
strengthen the whole Body of Christ by 
promoting a closer relationship and, 
thus, more intelligent and effectual 
prayer. Glorious prospect—may his 
hasten the return of our blessed Lord 





Jesus Christ. 








































How I hnow God Is 


by C. S. Lewis 


FE VERYONE has heard people quarrel- 
— ing—‘“That’s my seat, I was there 
first” . . . ‘‘How’d you like it if anyone 
did the same to you?” . . . “Come on, 
you promised.” 


Now, what interests me about all these 
remarks is that the man who makes them 
isn’t just saying that the other man’s be- 
havior doesn’t please him. He is appeal- 
ing to some standard of behavior about 
which he expects the other man to know. 
And really, the other man very seldom 
tries to deny the standard. Instead, near- 
ly always, he tries to make out that what 
he has been doing doesn’t really go 
against the standard, or that if it does, 
there is some special excuse. It looks, in 
fact, very much as if both parties had in 
mind some law or rule of fair play, or 
decent behavior, or morality, or what- 
ever you like to call it, about which they 
really agreed. 


And they have. 


I know that some people say the idea 
of a law of nature or decent behavior of 
all men is unsound, because different 
civilizations and different ages have had 
quite different moralities. 


But they haven’t. 

They have had only sligbtly different 
moralities. Just think what a quite dif- 
ferent morality would mean. Think of a 


Mr. Lewis is a Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, and author of The Screwtape Letters. 
This article is a condensation of Broadcast 
Talks, published by Geoffrey Bles: The Cen- 


tenary Press, London. 


Approaching an old problem through 
your conscience 


country where people were admired for 
running away in battle, or where a man 
felt proud of double-crossing all the peo- 
ple who had been kindest to him. You 
might just as well try to imagine a coun- 
try where 2 and 2 made 5. Men have 
differed as to the object toward which 
they ought to be unselfish—whether it 
was only their own family, or their fel- 
low-countrymen, or everyone. But they 
have always agreed that one ought not 
put himself first. Selfishness has never 
been admired. 


It seems, then, we are forced to believe 
in a real right and a real wrong, even 
though people may sometimes be mis- 
taken about them, just as people some- 
times get their sums wrong. 


My next point is this: none of us is 
really keeping the law of nature. 


Now the very idea of our not keeping 
this law, of something being imperfect, 
of its not being what it ought to be, has 
certain consequences. If you take a thing 
like a stone, it is what it is, and there is 
no sense in saying it ought to be other- 
wise. Of course, you may say that a 
stone’s “the wrong shape” if you want 
to use it for a rockery. But all you mean 
is that the stone doesn’t happen to be 
convenient for some purpose of your 
own. 

But you don’t really think it ougbt to 
do other than it does. You don’t really 
think that when a stone is let go it sud- 
denly remembers that it is under orders 
to fall to the ground! You only mean 
that, in fact, it does fall. In other words, 
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you can’t be sure that there is anything 
over and above the facts themselves, any 
law about what ought to happen as dis- 
tinct from what does happen. 


But there is one case, and only one, in 
the whole universe about which we know 
more than we could learn from such ex- 
ternal observations. Thai one case is 
man. We don’t really observe men; we 
are men. In this one case we have, so to 
speak, inside information; we’re in the 
know. And because of that, we know 
that men find themselves under a moral 
law, which they didn't make and can't 
quite forget, even when they try, and 
which they know they ought to obey. 

Now, if there was a controlling power 
outside the universe, it could not show 
itself to us as one of the facts of the 
universe. The only way in which we 
could expect it to show itself would be 
inside us as an influence or a command 
trying to get us to behave in a certain 
way. And that’s just what we do find 
inside us. Doesn't it begin to look, if J 
may say so, very suspicious ? 

Now this is really so peculiar that one 
is tempted to try to explain it away as 
being, after all, very natural. For in- 
stance, we might try to make out that 
when you say a man oughtn’t act as he 
does, you only mean that what he’s doing 
happens to be inconvenient to you. 

But that just isn’t true. 

I’m not angry—except perhaps for a 
moment before I come to my senses— 
with a man who trips me up by acci- 
dent; 1 am angry with a man who tries 
to trip me up even if he doesn’t succeed. 
Yet the first has hurt me and the second 
hasn’t. 

Some people try to explain human 
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behavior by saying that man’s standard 
is really quite simple after all—what 
pays the human race as a whole; and 
that consequently there’s no mystery 
about it. Human beings, after all, have 
some sense; they see that you can’t have 
any real safety or happiness except in a 
society where everyone plays fair, and 
it's because they see this that they try 
to behave decently. 


But if we ask, “Why ought I to be un- 
selfish?” and you reply, “Because it is 
good for society,” we may then ask, 
“Why should I care what’s good for so- 
ciety except when it happens to pay me 
personally?” And then you'll have to 
say, “Because you ought to be unselfish.” 

Which simply brings us back to where 
we started. 

All you're really saying is that decent 
behavior is decent behavior. You'd have 
said just as much if you’d stopped at the 
statement “Men ought to be unselfish” 
when you said it the first time. And that’s 
just where I do stop. They ought to be. 

So the Moral Law is not, then, simply 
a fact about human behavior in the same 
way the law of gravitation is simply a 
fact about how objects behave. On the 
other hand, it’s not a mere fancy; for 
we can’t get rid of the idea. And it’s not 
simply a statement of how we should like 
men to behave for our own convenience; 
for the behavior we call bad or unfair 
isn’t exactly the same as the behavior we 
find inconvenient and may even be the 
opposite. 

Consequently this rule of right and 
wrong, or law of human nature, or what- 
ever you call it, must somehow or other 
be a real thing—a thing that’s really 
there, not made up by ourselves. Some- 





thing above and beyond the ordinary 
facts of man’s behavior —a real law 
which none of us made, but which we 
find pressing on us. In other words— 
God. 

Now don’t think I’m going faster than 
| really am. I’m not yet within a hundred 
miles of the God of Christian theology. 
All I have is a Something which is di- 
recting the universe and which appears 
in me as a Law urging me to do right 
and making me feel responsible and un- 
comfortable when I do wrong. 

I think we have to assume it’s more 
like a mind than it’s like anything else 
we know—because, after all, the only 
other thing we know is matter, and you 
can hardly imagine a bit of matter mak- 
ing a law. But of course it needn’t be 
very much like a mind, still less like a 
person. 

What kind of Somebody is this? From 
the Moral Law which He has put into 
our minds, we conclude that the Being 
behind the universe is intensely inter- 
ested in right conduct—in fair play, un- 
selfishness and decency. In that sense we 
should agree that God is “good.” But do 
not let us go too fast here. The Moral 
Law doesn’t give us any grounds for 
thinking that God is “good” in the sense 
of being indulgent, or soft or sympa- 
thetic. There is nothing indulgent about 
the Moral Law. It is hard as nails. 

It tells you to do the straight thing, 
and it doesn’t seem to care how painful, 
or dangerous or difficult it is to do. If 
God is like the Moral Law, then He is 
not soft, even though He is “good.” 

This absolute goodness must hate most 
of what we do. That’s the terrible fix 
we're in. We are making ourselves ene- 
mies to that goodness every day, and 








aren’t in the least likely to do any better 
tomorrow, and so our case is hopeless. 
He is our only possible ally, and we have 
made ourselves His enemies. Some peo- 
ple talk as if meeting the gaze of abso- 
lute goodness would be fun. They want 
to think again. They’re still at the Mu- 
nich stage of religion. Goodness is either 
the great safety or the great danger— 
according to the way you react to it. 
And we've reacted the wrong way. 

It’s after you’ve realized that there is 
a real Moral Law, and a Power behind 
the Law, and that you have broken that 
Law and put yourself wrong with that 
Power—it’s after all this that Christian- 
ity begins to talk. When you know 
you’re sick, you'll listen to the doctor. 
When you have realized that your posi- 
tion is nearly desperate, you'll begin to 
understand what Christians are talking 
about. They offer an explanation of how 
we came into our present state of both 
hating goodness and loving it. They offer 
an explanation of how God can be this 
impersonal mind at the back of the 
Moral Law and yet be also a Person. 
They tell you how the demands of this 
Law, which you and I can’t meet, have 
been met on our behalf; how God Him- 
self became a man to save man from the 
disapproval of God. 

It’s an old story, and if you want to 
go into it you will no doubt consult peo- 
ple who have more authority to talk 
about it than I have. All I’m trying to do 
is to get people to face the facts—to 
understand the questions which Chris- 
tianity claims to answer. And they’re 
very terrifying facts. Most of us have 
passed over the pre-war wishful thinking 
about international politics. It is time we 
did the same about religion. 
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McGill Christian Fellowship plus guests 
from University of Toronto's Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship used the Christmas 
holidays for fun and spiritual help. From 
a special report by Stewart Rutledge, 
McGill 


an Hit at last! Twenty-eight skiers 
gathered up skis, ski poles and dun- 
nage and crowded into the aisles as the 
train paused on its slow two-hour jour- 
ney from Montreai. 

There, sure enough, were the two 
sleighs waiting, and into them we bun- 
died for the five-mile ride on the snow- 
packed road winding over the hills to 
the hostel. 

Five miles of war. 

The snow was sticky enough to pack 
into snowballs that really stung when 
they hit as they flew between sleighs. 
Finally, down the last hill—and into the 
yard of the familiar old farmhouse that 
was to be our home for the next four 
days. 

We clambered out and waded through 
the wet snow to the warmth inside. Mrs. 
Wilson, our housemother, had a piping 
hot supper all ready for us, and you can 
be sure we were hungry enough to eat 
it without trouble! A few of the more 
optimistic souls went out afterwards to 
test the skiing despite the mist and sticky 
snow. By the time they gave up it was 
frankly raining and getting dark. 





After supper that evening we gath- 
ered in the biggest bunkroom in the 
hostel to sing some of the hostel songs, 
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There, sure enough, were the sleighs 
waiting, and into them we bundled for 
the five-mile ride to the hostel. 






ending up with some choruses. Six Uni- 
versity of Toronto fellows and girls were 
with us, so after we were “sung out” we 
began to compare the Christian Fellow- 
ship activities on the two campuses. We 
talked especially about the different 
types of meetings used and decided that 
both groups were too ready to organize 
meetings and then expect the speaker to 
bring success. 















We talked about our daily prayer 
meetings, too, and all agreed that their 
value couldn’t be overrated. 








That night it froze and the slushy 
snow turned to ice. And skiing on ice is 
tricky, to which our skinned faces, 
wrenched elbows and a notable black 
eye testified the next morning. We final- 
ly gave up the hills and hiked cross- 
country on our skis. At that, some pre- 
ferred to go it on foot through the snow. 












In the evening after supper we played 
games in the parish hall of the little 
Anglican church, but somehow no one 
seemed very active, and along about 
9:15 we went back to the hostel and 
turned in for the night to nurse our 
bruises. 











Ski conditions were no better the next 








Skiing on ice is tricky. Ski conditions were 
bad throughout the four days, but we had 
a wonderful time together anyway. 
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This holiday meant so much to us, because we had plenty of time 
to talk over our individual problems with understanding friends with- 





out having to cut and run for a lecture in the middle. We recommend 


such an event to other groups. 


day, but we had a wonderful time to- 
gether anyway. Some of us met to talk 
and pray about our last meeting that 
night. The Spirit of God seemed to lead 
us unanimously to decide that what we 
needed most to discuss was our own 
personal “Quiet Time.” 

And that’s what we did. After supper 
we built up the fire in the big stove and 
sat there for a long time in the flickering 
semi-darkness of the oil lamps, talking 
about our problems in really spending 
time with God. Almost everyone chipped 
in. The importance of the “Quiet Time” 
seemed more than ever driven home to 
each of us. Then, toward the end of the 
evening we talked about our relationship 
to the local churches. 


16 


I'd like to tell you why this holiday 
meant so much to each of us: 

Because here at last we could take 
plenty of time to talk over our own in- 
dividual problems and difficulties with 
understanding friends, without having to 
cut and run for a lecture in the middle. 
We had a chance to talk things through 
to the end. So many times little things 
that were important to someone would 
be suddenly cleared up as we talked. 
It was a time of'real fun together, but 
best of all a time of fellowship with God. 
We clearly realized the presence with us 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. 

We recommend such an event to other 
Fellowship groups. 
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She married a fine man who isn't a Christian. Now, too late, she's sorry. 


(defone You Manny 


Anonymous 


. MESSAGE is a personal one. 

I have a husband, who would give 
his life for me and who is the kindest, 
most thoughtful of men. It would break 
his heart to have me express to anyone 
that there is anything lacking in our 
marriage. 

Yet it was the most unkind thing J 
could bave done to bim to marry bim. 

Had I been living in communion with 
the Lord when I met him, I would have 
limited my acquaintance to a helpful 
friendship. But J had allowed a bitter- 
ness to creep in and rob me of my fel- 
lowship with Christ. | was not an out- 
broken sinner. The world looked upon 
me as a Christian, but | knew in myself 
that I was not living a Spirit-guided life. 
| had to find my way back to the cross 
where joy and peace abide. This I have 
done. 


How subtle are the wiles of Satan! He 
made someone care for me, and me care 
for him—one who knew the things of 
grace enough to converse and to sense 
what would offend my sensibility. But to 
know saving grace and place God first 
in a life is a far different matter. 

After John had learned to love me, it 
seemed to me most cruel to break our 
engagement—although I did attempt to, 
knowing our marriage hardly could be 


The writer of this article has asked to remain 
unknown, Reprinted from The King’s Busi- 
ness, 558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


blessed of the Lord. When I saw the 
pain this effort caused, I seemed like a 
criminal to have awakened so deep a 
love, then to refuse to give it the natural 
culmination. 


I told my fiance how I felt about it, 
and he insisted that not one bit of reli- 
gious freedom should be taken from me 
in our marriage. I mentioned that we 
had always had family worship in our 
home and that I was used to asking the 
blessing on my food audibly. | added 
that these things, I felt, were part of a 
Christian home which | would miss and 
would feel wrong in omitting. Tithing 
was a habit from my earliest childhood, 
and as I wanted to be sure | would not 
have that question to settle after our 
marriage, we talked it over very freely. 

All these matters were agreed upon, 
and | thought that my future husband 
was very near to saving grace. 


The fact was that he was very much in 
love with me and was willing to make 
any concession necessary to keep me for 
himself. | sometimes wonder now wheth- 
er he was fully conscious of the things 
he assented to then, not knowing how 
vital they were to me. Or whether he 
realized, but just thought I could be 
talked out of those observances when 
I saw how devoted he would be in other 
things. 

At any rate, when it came to the actual 
doing of those things | was conscious 
that these practices looked foolish to 
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him. The tithe not only looked foolish: 
it was an outrage to expect a person 
who had to work hard for an income 
to give one-tenth of it away. 

Now it was different. 

We were married and building up our 
home. 

The people | enjoyed were distasteful 
to my husband, and my convictions were 
so strong on many subjects that I could 
only go part way with the people with 
whom he would have enjoyed cultivating 
a friendship. 

I go to church most of the time alone, 
and he finds an excuse to stay at home 
or to do something else. Not always; he 
sometimes goes with me, but I know it 
is a concession. If there is no good reason 
to stay home, he will attend, but I know 
it is only because he wants to please 
me. 

We come home. Perhaps the service 
has been one of deep inspiration, al- 
though not of an especially intellectual 
tone. I have been blessed; he has been 
bored. And I wonder whether he will 
resent going the next time. 


The matter of family worship has 
been one of delicacy. It was hard to 
have to take the lead. (My father had 
always done that.) Then one night | 
saw my husband smile an apology when 
an unsaved friend was an overnight 
guest in our home. I was so heartsick 
then and many times since, that I finally 
decided to have my devotions alone and 
to allow John to decide on his own re- 
lationship with the Lord. I’d not mention 
anything religious again. 

This I tried—and found there was no 
balm to heal when the tests came. I could 
not keep my own nerves in control, and 
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his temper became cruel. We both ac- 
knowledged that we had to have help 
from the Lord to make our home life 
run smoothly. While I have to take the 
responsibility for it, there now never 
seems to be a resentment to the family 
worship or the grace at meals. 

But I know of no words to express 
how I long to feel that my husband and 
I are one in our hopes and aspirations. 

There are times when He seems really 
to enjoy seeing me accomplish things in 
the service of the Lord, but it is a matter 
of being proud of me rather than thank- 
ful with me for the opportunity of serv- 
ing the Saviour. 

Yes, | can turn on the radio to any 
program I want, but when I choose a 
religious program of really spiritual tone 
John tries to find occupation to take him 
out of the room. If I am not there, his 
own choices are those of which he does 
not think I would approve. Often when 
I enter the room, he will turn off one 
of those programs. I frequently turn off 
the things I want to hear, for after all 
the home is for both of us. There are 
many things in common, and we try to 
find them and make as little of our dif- 
ferences as possible. 

I am grateful that grace has enabled 
us to love one another enough to adjust 
ourselves, but I do not congratulate my- 
self on being a blessing to my husband 
except as infinite mercy may reach his 
heart and draw him to the Lord. 

Yes, he has had occasion to know 
many times that I feel a hunger for spir- 
itual companionship, but he thinks he is 
so much ahead of many husbands whom 
we know that I should be thankful. 

Tam sure that the burt of parting even 


after our engagement would have been 
small compared to the burt of trying to 
adjust two divergent souls to a common 
interest, each one hiding his deepest 
longings lest the expression of them 
bring up discussion uncovering wounds 
that are trying to beal. 

Indeed, | know there is grace to take 
me through to the eternal city, but my 
influence with others has been hindered 


greatly by my example in disobeying 
Christ. And my opportunity to serve the 
Lord is limited continually by the need 
of being fair to my husband’s right to 
have his share of happiness and choices. 
There is continually the problem of how 
I am to be consistent in my loyalty to 
my husband and to my Lord. 


Before you marry—stop and think 


feud Se Should You 


The camel, at the close of day, 

Kneels down upon the sandy plain 

To have bis burden lifted off 
And rest again. 


My soul, thou too shouldst to thy knees 
When daylight draweth to a close, 
And let thy Master lift the load 

And give repose. 


The camel kneels at morning's dawn 
To have the guide replace bis load— 
Then rises up anew, to take 

The desert road... . 


Wheaton Anthology 





Charles G. Finney at 36 
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Charles G. Finney was used of God to bring more than 100,000 persons 
to Christ through his evangelistic ministry from 1825 onward. His sermons at 


Rochester, N. Y., in the winter of 1830 were so effective that the entire com- 
munity was transformed and the city jail is said to havé been almost empty 


for many months afterwards. 


He was a practicing lawyer at the time of his conversion. Many years later 
with a lawyer's analytical ability—he traced 
out and wrote down in his Revivals of Religion the factors he believed were 


at the close of his public ministry 


involved in bringing about a revival. 


To Finney a revival was the result of God’s using definite, clearly stated 
human means. He felt that simply to “hope for a revival” was as foolish as for 
a farmer to hope for a crop without doing anything to get one. 


Jonathan Goforth, of China, read part of this book, tried out the principles 


and revivals came. 
God is the same today... . 





How to Promote a Revival 
by Charles G. Finney 


|S ae up your fallow ground: for it is 
lime to seek the Lord, till He come 
and rain rigbteousness upon you. Hosea 
10:12. 

Fallow ground is ground which has 
once been tilled, but which now lies 
waste, and needs to be broken up and 
mellowed before it is suited to receive 
grain. 

To break up the fallow ground, is to 
break up your bearts, to prepare your 
minds to bring forth fruit unto God. 
Sometimes your hearts get matted down, 
hard and dry, till there is no such thing 
as getting fruit from them. At such times 
the heart must be softened and made to 
feel the truth. 


.. This is not brought about by any di- 
rect efforts to feel. People talk about re- 
ligious feeling as if they could, by direct 
effort, call forth religious affection. But 
this is not the way the mind acts. No 


man can make himself feel in this way, 
merely by trying to feel. The feelings of 
the mind are not directly under our con- 
trol. 

But they can be controlled indirectly. 
Otherwise there would be no moral 
character in our feelings, if there were 
not a way to control them. We cannot 
say: “Now I will feel so-and-so towards 
such an object.” But we can command 
our altention to it, and look at it intently 
till the proper feeling arises. Let a man 
who is away from his family bring them 
up before his mind, and will he not feel? 
But it is not by saying to himself: “Now 
I will feel deeply for my family.” 


So if a man thinks of God, and fastens 
his mind on any parts of God’s charac- 
ter, he will feel... . 

If he is a friend of God, let him con- 
template God as a gracious and holy 
Being, and he will have emotions of 
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friendship kindled in his mind. 

If he is an enemy of God, only let 
him get the true character of God before 
his mind, and look at it, and fasten his 
attention on it, and then his bitter en- 
mity will rise against God, or he will 
break down and give his heart to God. 

If you mean to break up the fallow 
ground of your hearts, you must begin 
by looking at your hearts: examine and 
note the state of your minds, and see 
where you are; whether you are gaining 
ground or going back. You must draw 
off your attention from other things, and 
look into this. Make a business of it. 
Do not be in a hurry. 

Are you walking with God every day, 
or with the devil? 

Are you serving God or serving the 
devil most? 

Are you under the dominion of the 
prince of darkness, or of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

To do this, you must set yourself to 
work to consider your sins. You must 
examine yourselves. 

And by this I do not mean that you 
must stop and look directly within to 
see what is the present state of your 
feelings. That is the very way to put 
a stop to all feeling. The way to find 
out is to go on acting, and then examine 
the actions. If they are good, the heart 
out of which the actions came is right. 
If the actions are not good, then you 
know that you have been too much with 
Satan. Self-examination consists in look- 
ing at your lives, in considering your ac- 
tions, in calling up the past and learn- 
ing its true character. Look over your 
past history. Take up your individual 
sins one by one, and look at them. 





| do not mean that you should just 
cast a glance at your past life, and see 
that it has been full of sins, and then go 
to God and make sort of a general con- 
fession, and ask for pardon. 


That is not the way. 
You must take them up one by one. 


It will be a good thing to take a pen 
and paper, as you go over them, and 
write them down as they occur to you. 
Go over them as carefully as a merchant 
goes over his books; and as often as a 
sin comes before your memory, add it 
to the list. General confessions of sin 
will never do. Your sins were committed 
one by one; and as far as you can come 
at them, they ought to be reviewed and 
repented of one by one. Now begin, and 
take up first what are commonly called 
sins of omission. 


Ingratitude. Take this sin, and write 
down under that head all the instances 
you can remember wherein you have 
received favors from God for which 
you have never exercised gratitude. How 
many cases can you remember? Some 
remarkable providence, some wonderful 
turn of events, that saved you from ruin. 
Set down the instances of God’s good- 
ness to you when you were in sin, before 
your conversion, for which you have 
never been half thankful enough; and 
the numerous mercies you have received 
since. How long the catalogue of in- 
stances where your ingratitude has been 
so black that you are forced to hide your 
face in confusion! Go on your knees 
and confess them one by one to God and 
ask forgiveness. The very act of con- 
fession, by the laws of suggestion, will 
bring up others to your memory. Put 









































down these. Go over them three or four 
times in this way, and see what an as- 
tonishing number of mercies there are 
for which you have never thanked God. 

Want of love to God. Think how 
grieved and alarmed you would be if 
you discovered any flagging of affec- 
tion for you in your wife, husband, or 
children—if you saw another engrossing 
their hearts and thoughts and time. Per- 
haps in such a case 
you would well-nigh 
die with a just and 


Now, God calls Him- 
self a jealous God; 





friends and relatives, and remember how 
little compassion you have felt for them. 
You have stood by and seen them going 
right to hell and it seems as though you 
did not care if they did go. How many 
days have there been in which you did 
not make their condition the subject of 
a single fervent prayer or evince an ar- 
dent desire for their salvation? 
Want of care for the beatben. Per- 
haps you have not 
cared enough for 


Some bave preached and them to learn their 
virtuous jealousy. talked and distributed tracts 
with great zeal, and then won- 
dered that they had so little 


condition — perhaps 
not even to take a 
missionary magazine. 





and have you not giv- 
en your heart to other 
loves and offended 
Him? 


Neglect of the Bi 


success, and the reason was that 
they forgot to pray. They over- 
looked the fact that truth by 
itself will never produce the 
effect without the Spirit of God, 
and that the Spirit is given in 
answer to earnest prayer. 


Look at this, and see 
how much you really 
care for the heathen, 
and set down honest- 
ly the real amount 


ble. Put down the 
cases when for per- 
haps weeks, or longer, 
God’s Word was not a pleasure. Some 
people, indeed, read over whole chapters 
in such a way that they could not tell 
you what they have been reading. If so, 
no wonder that your life is spent at ran- 
dom, and that your religion is such a 
miserable failure. 

Unbelief. Recall the instances in which 
you have virtually charged the God of 
truth with lying by your unbelief of His 
express promises and declarations. 

Neglect of prayer. Think of the times 
when you have neglected secret prayer, 
family prayer and prayer-meetings; or 
have prayed in such a way as more 
grievously to offend God than to have 
omitted it altogether. 

Want of love for the souls of your 
fellow-men. Look round upon your 
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of your feelings for 
them and your desire 
for their salvation by 
the self-denial you practice in giving of 
your substance to send them the gospel. 
Do you retrench your style of living, and 
scruple not to subject yourself to any 
inconvenience to save them? Do you 
daily pray for them in private? Are you 
laying up something to put into the treas- 
ury of the Lord when you go up to pray? 

Neglect to watch over your bretbren. 
How often have you broken your cove- 
nant that you would watch over them in 
the Lord! How little do you know or 
care about the state of their souls! And 
yet you are under a solemn oath to 
watch over them. What have you done 
to make yourself acquainted with them? 
In how many of them have you inter- 
ested yourself, to know their spiritual 
state? How many times have you seen 
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your brethren growing cold in religion, 
and have not spoken to them about it? 
You have seen them beginning to neglect 
one duty after another, and you did not 
reprove them, in a brotherly way. You 
have seen them falling into sin, and 
you let them go on. And yet you pretend 
to love them. 

Neglect of self-denial. There are many 
who are willing to do almost anything 
in religion, that does not require self- 
denial. But when they are required to 
do anything that requires them to deny 
themselves—oh, that is too much! They 
think they are doing a great deal for 
God, and doing about as much as He 
ought in reason to ask, if they are only 
doing what they can do just as well as 
not; but they are not willing to deny 
themselves any comfort or convenience 
whatever for the sake of serving the 
Lord. They will not willingly suffer re- 
proach for the name of Christ. Nor will 
they deny themselves the luxuries of 
life, to save the world from hell. 

From these we now turn to sins of 
commission. 

Worldly mindedness. What has been 
the state of your heart in regard to your 
worldly possessions? Have you looked 
at them as really yours—as if you had 
a right to dispose of them as your own, 
according to your own will? 

Pride. Recollect all the instances you 
can, in which you have detected your- 
self in the exercise of pride. Vanity is 
a particular form of pride. How many 
times have you detected yourself in con- 
sulting vanity about your dress and ap- 
pearance- How many times have you 
thought more and taken more pains and 
spent more time about decorating your 
body to go to church, than you have 
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about preparing your mind for the wor- 
ship of God? 

Envy. Look at the cases in which you 
were envious of those whom you thought 
were above you in any respect. Or per- 
haps you have envied those who have 
been more talented or more useful than 
yourself, Have you not so envied some 
that you bave been pained to bear them 
praised? It has been more agreeable to 
you to dwell upon their faults than upon 
their virtues—upon their failures than 
upon their success. Be honest with your- 
self; and if you have harboured this 
spirit of hell, repent deeply before God. 

Censoriousness. Instances in which 
you have had a bitter spirit, and spoken 
of Christians in a manner devoid of love; 
of love which requires you always to 
hope the best the case will admit, and to 
put the best construction upon any am- 
biguous conduct. 

Slander. The times you have spoken 
behind people’s backs of the faults, real 
or supposed, of members of the Church 
or others, unnecessarily, or without good 
reason. 

Levity. How often have you trifled 
before God as you would not have dared 
to trifle in the presence of an earthly 
sovereign ? 

Lying. Understand now what lying is. 
Any species of designed deception. If the 
deception be not designed, it is not ly- 
ing. But if you design to make an im- 
pression contrary to the naked truth, 
you lie. Put down all those cases you 
can recollect. Do not call them by any 
soft name. God calls them LIES, and 
charges you with LYING, and you had 
better charge yourself correctly. How 
innumerable are the falsehoods perpe- 
trated every day in business, and in 
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social intercourse by words and looks 
and actions, designed to make an im- 
pression on others, for selfish reasons, 
that is contrary to the truth! 

Hypocrisy. For instance, in your 
prayers and confessions to God. Set 
down the instances in which you have 
prayed for things you did not really 
want. And the evidence is that when 
you have done praying, you could not 
tell for what you had 
prayed. 

Robbing God. 
Think of the instances 
in which you have 
misspent your time, 
squandering the hours 
which God gave you 
to serve Him and save 
souls, in vain amuse- 
ments or foolish con- 
versation or in doing 
nothing; cases where 
you have misapplied 
your talents and powers of mind; where 
you have squandered money on your 
lusts or spent it for things which you did 
not need and which did not contribute 
to your health, comfort or usefulness. 

Bad temper. Perhaps you have abused 
your family. Write it all down. 

Hindering others from being useful. 
Perhaps you have weakened their influ- 
ence by insinuations against them. You 
have not only robbed God of your own 
talents, but tied the hands of somebody 
else. What a wicked servant is he who 
not only loiters himself but hinders the 
rest! This is done sometimes by taking 
their time needlessly; sometimes by de- 
stroying Christian confidence in them. 
Thus you have played into the hands of 
Satan, and not only showed yourself an 








Sometimes it happens that 
those who are the most engaged 
in employing truth are not the 
most engaged in prayer. This is Go now. Do not 
always unhappy. For unless 
they or somebody else have the 
spirit of prayer, the truth by 
itself will do nothing but harden 


men in impenitence. 


idle vagabond, but prevented others 
from working. 

If you find you have committed a fault 
against an individual, and that individual 
is within your reach, go and confess it 
immediately and get that out of the way. 
If the individual you have injured is too 
far off for you to go and see him, sit 
down and write him a letter and confess 
the injury. If you have defrauded any- 
body, send the money 
—the full amount and 
the interest. 

Go thoroughly to 
work in all this. 


put it off; that will 
only make the matter 
worse. 

In breaking up 
your fallow ground, 


—Charles G. Finney you must remove 


every obstruction. 
Things may be left 
that you think are little things, and you 
may wonder why you do not feel as you 
wish to feel in religion, when the reason 
is that your proud and carnal mind has 
covered up something which God re- 
quired you to confess and remove. Break 
up all the ground and turn it over; do 
not turn aside for little difficulties. Drive 
the plow right through them, beam deep, 
and turn the ground up, so that it may 
all be mellow and soft and fit to receive 
the seed and bear fruit “an hundred- 
fold.” 

When you have gone over your 
whole history in this way, thoroughly, 
if you will then go over the ground the 
second time and give your solemn and 
fixed attention to it, you will find that 
the things you have put down will sug- 
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gest other things of which you have 
been guilty, connected with them, or 
near them. Then go over it a third time, 
and you will recollect other things con- 
nected with these. And you will find in 
the end that you can remember an 
amount of history, and particular ac- 
tions, even in this life, which you did 
not think you would remember in eter- 
nity. Unless you take up your sins in 
this way and consider them in detail, 
one by one, you can form no idea of the 
amount of them. 

As you go over the catalogue of your 
sins, be sure to resolve upon present and 
entire reformation. Wherever you find 
anything wrong, resolve at once, in the 
strength of God, to sin no more in that 
way. It will be of no benefit to examine 
yourself, unless you determine to amend 
in every particular that which you find 
wrong in heart, temper or conduct. 

If you find, as you go on with this 
duty, that your mind is still all dark, 
cast about you, and you will find there 
is some reason. You have not been faith- 
ful and thorough. 

Experience fully proves the benefit of 
going over our history in this way. Set 
yourself to the work now; resolve that 
you will never stop till you find you can 
pray. You never will have the Spirit of 
God dwelling in you till you have un- 
ravelled this whole mystery of iniquity, 
and spread out your sins before God. 

Let there be this deep work of re- 





































pentance and full confession, this break- 
ing down before God, and you will have 
as much of the spirit of prayer as your 
body can bear up under. 


The reason why so few Christians 
know anything about the spirit of prayer 
is because they never would take the 
pains to examine themselves properly, 
and so never knew what it was to have 
their hearts all broken up in this way. 


Christians should never satisfy them- 
selves, or expect a revival, just by start- 
ing out of their slumbers and blustering 
about and talking to sinners. They must 
get their fallow ground broken up. You 
may get into an excitement without this 
breaking up; you may show a kind of 
zeal, but it will not last long and it will 
not take hold of sinners, unless your 
hearts are broken up. The reason is, that 
you go about it mechanically and have 
not broken up your fallow ground. 


And now, finally, will you break up 
your fallow ground? Will you enter 
upon the course now pointed out and 
persevere till you are thoroughly awake ? 
If you fail here, if you do not do this 
and get prepared, you can go no farther 
with me. | have gone with you as far 
as it is of any use to go until your fallow 
ground is broken up. Now, you must 
make thorough work upon this point, 
or all I have further to say will do you 
little good. Nay, it will only harden and 
make you worse. 


Students Face Post-War Missions 


Ry HUNDRED selected delegates from 40 
states, eight Canadian provinces and 20 


other nations met at Wooster College, Ohio, 
December 28-January 2 to lay plans for post- 
war missions. 
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This conference was sponsored by the Com- 
mission on University Work of the Council 
of Church Boards of Education, the National 
Intercollegiate Christian Council, the Student 
Christian Movement of Canada and the Stu- 
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dent Volunteer Movement. 

In a notable address Dr. John R. Mott 
staunchly defended the oft-maligned watch- 
word of the movement, “The evangelization 
of the world in this generation.” He main- 
tained that every individual in each genera- 
tion throughout the world has a right to hear 
the gospel of Christ. Christ is the only basis 
for a real world fellowship, he said, and the 
purpose of the ecumenical movement is to 
gather together all the churches that ac- 
knowledge the deity of Christ, to promote 
mutual fellowship, planning and action. Dr. 
Mott is one of the founders of the Student 
Volunteer Movement and the only living per- 
son who has attended every general confer- 
ence of the movement. 

The conference recognized home and for- 
eign missions as equally important. Christian 
vocation was rightly declared to be a way of 
life rather than a particular church occupa- 
tion. That is, a carpenter who is living for 
Christ is as truly in Christian service as a 
minister is. 

Stress was laid on the need for a new 
approach to the whole missionary enterprise. 
A return to prayer and Bible study as a basis 
for the world mission of Christianity was 
urged, but there was little provision in the 
conference for much intercessory prayer or 
for smaller groups which could meet for 
prayer and Bible study. Some spontaneous 
prayer meetings were held. 

Despite recognition by these students of a 
Divine imperative for missions, there was a 
lack of emphasis on the necessity of pre- 
senting Jesus Christ to the lost as personal 
Saviour. Rather, the mission of the church, 
as indicated by the discussions of the confer- 
ence, seemed to be a social salvation on earth 
—the uplift of the underprivileged, social 
benefit and equality—rather than salvation 
from sin’s penalty. 

While confessing that the social implica- 
tions of the Christian faith have been griev- 
ously neglected by evangelicals, HIS is con- 
vinced that the task of the church toward 
humanity is primarily that of a witness. We 
believe that the church is God’s instrument 
in calling out a people to His name, a heav- 
enly people who are pilgrims seeking a city 
with foundations in Heaven rather than upon 
earth. Social reform is not an end in itself. 


While it is true that many of the confer- 
ence delegates had personal convictions as to 
the evangelical bases of world missions, it is 
a cause for regret that so few leaders pre- 
sented this position to the conference as a 
whole as being foundational—the primary re- 
sponsibility and essential message of the 
church. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Stephens (nee Ann Chapman) and to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Loveless (nee Phyllis 
Harstick), of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship staff, on their recent marriage. 


HIS welcomes Al Newport, former president 
of Duke Christian Fellowship, as a part-time 
member of the Fellowship staff. Al will be 
working in the Washington-Baltimore area. 


UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFOR- 
NIA—Student witness is really under way 
again on this campus, after much difficulty 
and discouragement. 


NEW ZEALAND INTER-VARSITY MAGA- 
ZINE reports growth in university evangelical 
witness throughout the dominion. A newly 
formed Graduates’ Fellowship, with teacher, 
theological and missionary sub-sections, and 
also a steadily growing Inter-Varsity Mission- 
ary Fellowship are reported. 


RAYMOND JOYCE, Inter-Varsity Mission- 
ary Secretary, is visiting campuses in New 
England and upper New York before touring 
middle-western U. S. He will then visit chap- 
ters in western Canada and swing down the 
Pacific coast before returning to the East. 
Prayer is asked that He may be used as God’s 
instrument in kindling a great spiritual awak- 
ening for personal responsibility in spreading 
the gospel of Jesus Christ “to the ends of the 
earth.” 
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Purpue—Bob Tebbe, new chapter presi- 
dent, is giving real leadership on this campus. 
Prayer meetings are proving unusually effec- 
tive. Navy V-12 men, unable to attend regular 
Bible study, are commencing their own in 
their barracks, using the new Discovering the 
Gospel of Mark Bible studies. 


DAY OF PRAYER—Tuesday, February 15, 
has been set aside by the North American 
I. V. C. F. staff to wait upon God for His 
guidance and blessing. Christian students and 
friends are invited to pray during this day for 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon North 
American campuses and students around the 
world. 


WILSON COLLEGE—An evangelical wit- 
ness as a branch of the campus “Y” is being 
blessed of God. D.P.M.s, weekly Bible studies 
and occasional special meetings make up the 
program. 


WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE—Prayer 
is asked for a newly launched student witness 
on this campus. 


MULTNOMAH COUNTY HOSPITAL, Port- 
land, Ore.—Christian nurses have organized 
a Fellowship group. MONTREAL GENERAL 
HOSPITAL has likewise started a Nurses’ 
Fellowship. Christian nurses in HALIFAX re- 
port much encouragement in their meetings. 


QUEENS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP — King 
Campion in “Queenzletter” reports a spiritual 
quickening and deepening among Christian 
students as a result of a week’s special meet- 
ings led by Chaplain Maurice Murphy (R. C. 
ASF). 


HARVARD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP this 
year has a small group of earnest Christians. 
Notices in the Harvard Crimson are getting 


by C. Stacey Woods 


results. Program consists of four D.P.M.s a 
week and a weekly Bible study. 


TUFTS—Navy V-12 men organized a Bible 
study group on this campus; several conver- 
sions have resulted. 


UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA—Gwen Craw- 
ford reports that the Student Christian Fel- 
lowship is gaining ground. The Saturday 
night Bible class is the spearhead of the week- 
ly program. Co-ed attendance is still small. 


DALHOUSIE—Prayer is asked that God may 
revitalize the student witness on this campus. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Dr. Francis Steele, 
assisted by Don Watt and other Inter-Varsity 
grads, is undertaking leadership in Inter-Var- 
sity work in this area. 


UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN group 
is more than holding its own this year, and 
at present students are praying toward an 
evangelistic effort on this campus. 


UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA has_ two 
groups—one on the FORT GARRY campus 
and the other at UNITED COLLEGE. In the 
latter place there are two study groups a 
week, Prayer is asked that a witness may be 
re-commenced on the Broadway campus. 


ALBANY STATE TEACHERS’ COLLEGE, 
N. Y., reports definite spiritual progress and 
blessing in their D.P.M.s and two weekly 
study groups. Unconverted students are being 
reached for Christ. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN COLLEGE OF ED- 
UCATION, Mt. Pleasant—Here the chapter 
is making real progress, with almost 60 stu- 
dents and Navy V-12 men coming out to the 
weekly Bible study group. 
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